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INTRODUCTION: Ever since Guru Nanak Dev Ji founded Sikhism, it has suffered 
opposition because it was a direct threat to the way the religious leaders were 
befooling the public and robbing them by creating baseless superstitions and divisions 
among them based on the human-made caste system. But, because of the very 
powerful Divine Message of universal equality of all human beings, and the worship of 
only one Supreme Being, the religion flourished not only in the home state of Guru 
Nanak, Punjab, but all over India, and to some degree even in the neighboring 
countries of Nepal, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, and beyond. Many Hindus, and quite a 
few Muslims too, became Guru Nanak’s followers. When the religious leaders of both 
Hinduism and Islam, felt threatened by Guru Nanak’s Teachings, their opposition grew 
more intense, but remained ineffective for most part until after the physical death of 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji. 


Even though Sikhism has flourished, and the Sikhs are known all over the world today 
for their bravery, for their help to all mankind in disasters, their hospitality, and their 
open-mindedness. But we have not been able to teach the world about the greatness 
of our religion, and most Western scholars define Sikhism as an offshoot off Hinduism, 
or at best, a good combination of Hinduism and Islam. Some people believe that 


Sikhism is just a product of the Bhagati Movement. 


But, now the RSS in India is preaching vehemently that Sikhism came into being to 
defend Hinduism, and is just a part of it. The sad thing is that many ignorant Sikhs 
agree with it. But no matter what people say or preach, Sikhism is neither an offshoot 
of any religion or movement, and nor a combination of any faiths. Of course, there are 


always some similarities between various religions including atheism, but that by no 
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means implies, that Sikhism is not a unique religion — which it is. | will discuss the 
striking differences between Sikhism as a unique religion, and the other religions, one 
by one. | want to clarify here that the idea of this article is NOT to show any 
religion to be inferior to Sikhism, but simply to show the differences why 


Sikhism is Unique. 


HINDUISM: Hindus have countless gods and goddesses, but believe in no single 
Supreme Being. They have a trio of gods — Brahma as the creator of the universe, 
Vishnu as the provider, and Shiva as the destroyer of the universe. The other popular 
gods are, Rama, Krishna, and Indra (which is the king of all gods, and rules the 
paradise). Most of their gods, including Ganesh, are born in highly unnatural ways. 
Even Brahma, which is believed to be the creator of the universe, was born out of the 
lotus flower growing out of the navel of Vishnu. Their most holy books are the four 
Vedas, 18 Puranas, 6 Shastras, and the Geeta. They worship idols, and perform 
countless rituals including, wearing a cotton thread around their necks, pilgrimage of 
68 holy places, self-torturing, and donations to Brahmans. Many rivers are sacred to 


them. 


Their beliefs include hell and paradise as separate physical places where the humans 
go after death based on the deeds they perform; maintaining cleanliness and not 
allowing the lower caste people to touch them; worshipping cows as sacred animals. 

Now, let us see what Sri Guru Granth Sahib has to say about their gods, holy books, 


and their religious practices. 


Before | continue, let me add that despite many weaknesses and flaws in the religion, 
Guru Nanak Sahib did not want to introduce revolutionary changes very quickly, so He 
continued to use the common names used by the people for their deities, to address, 
and to refer to the Supreme Being. In addition to Kartar, and Akal Purakh, the other 
common names used for God in Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS) include Ram, Bishan 
(Vishnu), Prubhu, Hari, Gobind, Gopal, Banvaari, Vasudev, Mooraari, and even Allah 
and Rahim. His own choice for Waheguru was Kartar, Akal Purakh, Nirunjun, Sat(u) 


or Sach(u), and Ekonkar (Ikk Onkar or Ekunkar). He also continued to use the stories 
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from the Puranas as parables to promote the grandeur of Waheguru (now the most 


common used name for the Supreme Being). 


Holy Books — the Vedas: The four Vedas are the major holy books of the Hindus. 
As discussed earlier there may be some overlaps between the Vedas and Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib (SGGS), the holy scriptures of the Sikhs, but there are striking 
differences as well. The Vedas do not espouse worship of “One” Supreme Being but 
of many gods and goddesses which function independently. The major emphasis of 
the Vedas is on the gods Indra, air, fire, the moon, and the sun, and on many stories, 
which seem very unnatural. They also emphasize the importance of good and bad 
deeds (for which many rituals are advised) as a result of which one goes to hell or 
heaven (paradise) after death. There are many holy Shabads in SGGS which 
deemphasize the importance of the Vedas as a means to connect with God; but only 


a few will be quoted here: 


= HS Sfe fh SHE we Ta AE Ul Brae SY ANTS J SIG weg 3 aE 1121 


= The drum of the Vedas vibrates, bringing dispute and divisiveness. O Nanak, 
contemplate the Naam, the Name of the Lord; there is none except Him. ||2|| 
(SGGS, M.1, P. 1091) 


= aq aget det owret uy ts deg | te Set BS S ter oafa nol wes" |i 
Gan yf ast front softy se ARS oh wet sz euet forre fimre 
fefs »met 1 caHfy »rmdt aaHfy ast Host ath fonret | 


« The Vedas bring forth stories and legends, and thoughts of vice and virtue. 
What is given, they receive, and what is received, they give. They are 
reincarnated in heaven and hell. High and low, social class and status - the 
world wanders lost in superstition. The Ambrosial Word of Gurbani proclaims 
the essence of reality. Spiritual wisdom and meditation are contained within it. 
The Gurmukhs chant it, and the Gurmukhs realize it. 

(SGGS, M.2, P. 1243) 


eg urd de um ns saa we 1 OF dA A Cae wer we He I 
farts HOW eat ofs He AW ae | AY dd AY Cae vars eh we | 
we sud frre oth ant us dfe 1 ssa ant woe afe 3 vier afe 12 


« The Vedas proclaim that vice and virtue are the seeds of heaven and hell. 
Whatever is planted, shall grow. The soul eats the fruits of its actions, and 
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understands. Whoever praises spiritual wisdom as great, becomes truthful in 
the True Name. When Truth is planted, Truth grows. In the Court of the Lord, 
you shall find your place of honour. The Vedas are only merchants; spiritual 
wisdom is the capital; by His Grace, it is received. O Nanak, without capital, no 
one has ever departed with profit. || 2 | 

(SGGS, M.1, P. 1243-44) 


= sad we 33 cfs MUS Hee Hols odt sre II 
WAZ ye 3 Te FT heer Hose oo are ii 


Your steps are unsteady, and your eyes are blind; you are not aware of the 
Word of the Shabad, O Sibling of Destiny. The Shaastras and the Vedas keep 
the mortal bound to the three modes of Maya, and so he performs his deeds 
blindly. || 3 || 
(SGGS, M.1, P.1127) 
eye ge Af of refs | 35 usd SH 3 AEE usTefs | 

te uy ns fe fearfear aonfe mips ule lau 

He voices all the controversies of the Vedas, but his inner being is not 
saturated or satisfied, and he does not realize the Word of the Shabad. The 
Vedas tell all about virtue and vice, but only the Gurmukh drinks in the 


Ambrosial Nectar. || 15 || 
(SGGS, M.3, P. 1050) 


= ad ot Hor de 5 Wels | ge wa Hfe Afe refs | 
uTgquyH »ugud Afsad fan fas Ho Hisefe|sr iigol 


Even the Vedas do not know the Guru's Glory. They narrate only a tiny bit of 

what is heard. The True Guru is the Supreme Lord God, the Incomparable 

One; meditating in remembrance on Him, the mind is cooled and soothed. 
(SGGS, M.5, P. 1078) 


As you can see SGGS does not recognize Vedas or other Hindu holy books as the 
media following the teachings of which, a man can get connected with God. The 
Vedas talk only about the sinful and the noble deeds, which lead a person to hell or 


paradise. There is no mention of the means by which the man can connect with God. 


Hindu Gods: Sri Guru Granth Sahib does not treat the natural creations like, air, 
water, fire, the sun, the moon, and the like, to be gods. Even the most popular gods 
like, Shiva, Vishnu, Brahma, and Indra are treated like ordinary human beings, and no 


better than them. None of them is the creator of the universe, the provider for, or the 
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destroyer as projected in the Hindu texts. According to SGGS, God (Waheguru) is all- 
in-all in the whole universe, and He does not need even the assistance of any god or 
angel to run the universe. In fact, all the gods were as much victims of Maya (bonded 
to it) as acommon man. Like a common man, they have to have noble qualities, and 
obey Waheguru’s Command to be approved by Him. The following few Shabads 


support this conclusion. 


= wife Het o HS Hot AG Gdt H HS II 
afsa ae fife sf fex mer wus fas i... 
qo fans faut vet Aad fee su sect | 
HS Ja Ad vfs Ars wrot Hafs ~merct | 


Maya is not conquered, and the mind is not subdued; the waves of desire in the 
world-ocean are intoxicating wine. The boat crosses over the water, carrying 
the true merchandise. 
Brahma and Vishnu, the Rishis and the silent sages, Shiva and Indra, penitents 
and beggars - whoever obeys the Hukam of the Lord's Command, looks 
beautiful in the Court of the True Lord, while the stubborn rebels die. 

(SGGS, M.1, P.992) 


= gor fens HOH wd | Ss Hels wey» I 
dd ast ofs an fasaret WH Tes 3 ore aet J asi 


Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva stand at His Door; they serve the unseen, infinite 
Lord. Millions of others can be seen crying at His door; | cannot even estimate 
their numbers. || 14 || 

(SGGS, M.1, P. 1022) 


= dat gor fans nee dat AGS AAT 
df ue vis se A Has de a AVE Sera isi 


Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are diseased; the whole world is diseased. Those 
who remember the Lord's Feet and contemplate the Word of the Guru's 
Shabad are liberated. || 4 || 

(SGGS, M.1, P. 1153) 


= gor fans Hee 3 ae sat fee EH wa wre | 
fafs ate fonfo o dafs sus ofa aot Ast uret 121 


Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva suffer from the disease of the three gunas - the 
three qualities; they do their deeds in egotism. The poor fools do not 
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remember the One who created them; this understanding of the Lord is only 
obtained by those who become Gurmukh. || 2 || 
(SGGS, M.4, P.735 ) 


ey yor vet fee | of Hor Hed Be ai Het Hes fed AA | fea 

df fos waw 5s us ial we | HS yosfe a ci ONS fofA 
and fes sm ai Ae Het ve de | Ae ube wea ng at ial AS 
fhe Fas WA | «ONS fao foe we Sy Isl 


Brahma is polluted, and Indra is polluted. The sun is polluted, and the moon is 
polluted. || 1 || This world is polluted with pollution. Only the One Lord is 
Immaculate; He has no end or limitation. || 1 || Pause || The rulers of kingdoms 
are polluted. Nights and days, and the days of the month are polluted. || 2 || 
The pearl is polluted, the diamond is polluted. Wind, fire and water are 
polluted. || 3 || Shiva, Shankara and Mahaysh are polluted. The Siddhas, 
seekers and Strivers, and those who wear religious robes, are polluted. || 4 || 
(SGGS, Bhagat Kabir, P. 1158) 


These holy Shabads clearly espouse that all the gods and the goddesses (if they did 
exist) were fully engrossed in Maya (haumein and worldly attachments) like the 


common man. So, they were (are) spiritually no better than the common man. 


Hindu Rituals: The third aspect of spirituality among the Hindus is their rituals, which 
have been promoted mostly by the elite Brahmans for their own superiority and 
dominance. Most of the rituals are based on meaningless superstitions to help 
Brahmans to fleece the ignorant masses, and to suppress the women and the lower 
castes. Among many others, they include, rich donations to Brahmans at all occasions 
— happy or sad - a strong belief in caste-system, pilgrimage, self-torturing to please 
some deity, sutee (self-immolation of widows on the pyre of their husbands — mostly 
forced), donations to Brahmans at eclipses, fasting by women to enhance the life span 
of husbands, and so on. There are many holy Shabads in SGGS which give no 
spiritual credit to any, and all of such rituals. 
a seg su cer es wo OA a we fos a S | 
Heo Afont vfs atat ar | mscats Stef vfs ae | 
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Pilgrimages, austere discipline, compassion and charity -these, by themselves, 

bring only an iota of merit. Listening and believing with love and humility in 

your mind, cleanse yourself with the Name, at the sacred shrine deep within. 
(SGGS, Japuji, Pauri 21) 


= 33h wat aet Sfen ----- 3 3m stefa afer sail 
3 sta ast ats Ufo o sth wats Sfour Afa ---- 
Ba fad Ho a aE oa SIA ATS OTE II 


He is not won over by music, songs or the Vedas. He is not won over by 
intuitive wisdom, meditation or Yoga. He is not won over by feeling sad and 
depressed forever. He is not won over by beauty, wealth and pleasures. He is 
not won over by wandering naked at sacred shrines. He is not won over by 
giving donations in charity. He is not won over by living alone in the wilderness. 
He is not won over by fighting and dying as a warrior in battle. He is not won 
over by becoming the dust of the masses. The account is written of the loves 
of the mind. O Nanak, the Lord is won over only by His Name. 
(SGGS, M.1, P. 1237) 

= OH UH unis Ft etafe fSo0 AH WEST Bell ----- 

= ge ase fAfyfs As AAS feg ufsur Hats o det ----- 

= ugt QoHe We 2H Suen vg eda aS ASTI 

= gdeyfa oy wu Gud A ate ufo whe whe saa HTSTII 


The religious rites, rituals and hypocrisies which are seen, are plundered by the 
Messenger of Death, the ultimate tax collector. In the state of Nirvaanaa, sing the 
Kirtan of the Creator's Praises; contemplating Him in meditation, even for an instant, 
one is Saved. || 7 || ........::2 
One may read all the books of the Vedas, the Bible, the Simritees and the Shaastras, 
but they will not bring liberation. One who, as Gurmukh, chants the One Word, 
acquires a spotlessly pure reputation. || 3 || 
The four castes - the Kh'shaatriyas, Brahmins, Soodras and Vaishyas - are equal in 
respect to the teachings. One who, as Gurmukh, chants the Naam, the Name of the 
Lord, is saved. In this Dark Age of Kali Yuga, O Nanak, God is permeating the hearts of 
each and every being. || 4 || 3 || 50 || 

(SGGS, M.5, P.747-48) 


- org urets ofA agg fweretn ot 3 orefe ath Be usTSe Il 
ao 3 orefo eff stefe aretha ot go rete efh asst ore 
ao 3 rete eff fas froreti ao 3 orefa eth ast ag El 
Ag a 30 Sf wan niteT I J sas a SA SAS TS STI 10 


No one can bring You under control, by despising the world. No one can bring You 
under control, by studying the Vedas. No one can bring You under control, by bathing 
at the holy places. No one can bring You under control, by wandering all over the 
world. No one can bring You under control, by any clever tricks. No one can bring You 
under control, by giving huge donations to charities. Everyone is under Your power, O 
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inaccessible, unfathomable Lord. You are under the control of Your devotees; You are 
the strength of Your devotees. 
(SGGS, M.5, P.962) 


So, how can anyone say that Sikhism is an offshoot of Hinduism when it does 


not believe in its philosophy, its gods and in its rituals?? 


ISLAM: Islam does believe that there is only one Supreme Being which they call, 
Allah. Barring some common social beliefs, this is probably the only spiritual belief 
that Sikhism has common with Islam. Many of their other beliefs which are not shared 
by Sikhism are as follows: 

1. Those, who do not believe in Allah (and in Islam) are all infidels, and will go to 
hell as Allah does not like them. 

2. Unlike Sikhism, Islam believes in hell and paradise as dedicated places. 

3. Islam puts limits on the extent of the universe: For example, Islam believes in 
7 skies above the earth, and 7 below. Allah resides on the 7" heaven, 
whereas angels and other holy men reside on the 5" and th4 6" heavens. 

4. Islam believes in Judgment Day: A day will come when everybody will be 
judged for their deeds. 

5. It believes in Adamas the first human being, and in Satan. During Hajj, the 
Muslims stone a hill near Mecca, which they believe to be the place of the 
Satan. They also believe in Angels. 

6. Holiness of the month of Ramadan. During the month of Ramadan (the ninth 
month of the Lunar calendar) all adult Muslims observe fasting from dawn to 
dusk. 

7. Islam believes that Allah is pleased with sacrifice. That is why Muslims offer 
sacrifice of animals on the tenth and the last day of Hajj. This is called Eid-al- 
Adha. 

8. It is debatable (Wikipedia), but some people interpret some suras in the holy 


Quran that punishing (or even killing of) the infidels (non-Muslims) is justified. 


In the light of the above Muslim beliefs, how can one say that Sikhism is a 


combination of Hinduism and Islam. During His travels, Guru Nanak Sahib had 
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collected some compositions of the renowned holy saints which were in agreement 
with His own philosophy, and which were later enshrined in SGGS. /f He had 
found some identity of views in the Quran, He would have probably included 
some verses from the Quran in SGGS as India had a huge population of 


Muslims as well. 


BHAGATI MOVEMENT: Yes, Sikhism has most beliefs which are common with the 
philosophy of the Bhagats. That is why Guru Nanak Sahib has included the Bhagat- 
Bani in SGGS. But Sikhism is NOT an extension of the Bhagati movement. There are 
still some subtle but major differences between Sikhism and the Bhagati movement as 
follows: 

1. Depth of Divine Knowledge and Delivering Divine Message. 

2. Passing on the Guruship; Compilation of the Holy Guru Granth Sahib; and 

Supreme Sacrifices made by Guru Sahiban. 
3. Fight against the Caste-System, and establishing Common Kitchen (Langar) 
4. Fighting for the Rights of Others 


We will discuss each of them separately. 
1. Depth of Divine Knowledge and Delivering Divine Message. 

All the Bhagats, whose compositions are enshrined in SGGS, believed strongly in 
one Supreme Being, and they glorified God. But the founder of Sikhism, Guru Nanak, 
had much deeper knowledge about the Supreme Being and of the universe than any 
of the Bhagats. Guru Nanak has given clear hints about gravity, and the orbits of the 
earth around the sun (1). He claimed that there are countless ways of reproduction of 
living beings as opposed to only the four accepted by the Hindu religious books, and 
countless ways with which the living beings communicate. No Bhagat is known to 


have mentioned any of these facts in their writings. 


Like the nine Gurus, after Guru Nanak, who succeeded their predecessors in turn, had 
spiritual Gurus (their Predecessors), all the Bhagats had also their gurus to guide 
them on the path of spirituality before they got connected with God through their hard 
spiritual labour. But Guru Nanak did not have any worldly spiritual Guru. He was 


connected with God from the His very birth. Before leaving on His odysseys, He 
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disappeared for three days in the Vein River at Sultanpur Lodhi. It is believed that He 


was in constant contact with Waheguru (God) all that time, at which He received 


instructions from Him (God) about spreading His Message in the world. Guru Nanak 


Sahib has written about His experience in Majh Kee Vaar as follows: 


w@ wet arg ars Ofer ofS fed a ae us SoH fT II 
eet Ae Hots wAfH sorfenr i Adt frefs Wes aust ufenr i 
Hat nifys aH so uTfent | ---- 

wel ad un Hae eafenr i ----- 2111 


| was a minstrel, out of work, when the Lord took me into His service. To sing His 
Praises day and night, He gave me His Order, right from the start. My Lord and 
Master has summoned me, His minstrel, to the True Mansion of His Presence. He 
has dressed me in the robes of His True Praise and Glory. The Ambrosial Nectar of 
the True Name has become my food. Those who follow the Guru's Teachings, who 
eat this food and are satisfied, find peace. His minstrel spreads His Glory, singing 
and vibrating the Word of His Shabad. O Nanak, praising the True Lord, | have 
obtained His Perfection. 

(SGGS, M. 1, P. 150) 


Other Guru Sahiban and the Bhatts have also emphatically declared that Guru Nanak 


Sahib was a manifestation of Waheguru. Read the following Shabads: 


SHS AS SH Tt 3 WS US ATES Ao S HUST II 
ufs ofe urfu ufe ofs we fs, Ae sta fe ys feaer il 


Your humble servants are known only through You, God; knowing You, they 
becomes supreme. The Lord, Har, Har, has enshrined Himself within His humble 
servant. O Nanak, the Lord God and His servant are one and the same (Waheguru 
and Guru Nanak are one, and the same). (SGGS, M.4, P. 1339) 


Gg Ast ur ag dei TT Ha UTAH Tg saesil --- 
Dd a ASE oe AE Tg soa, sag dfs AE II 


| worship and adore my Guru; the Guru is the Lord of the Universe. My Guru is the 
Supreme Lord God; the Guru is the Lord God...... 
No one can erase the Word of the Guru's Shabad. Nanak is the Guru; Nanak is the 
Lord Himself. || 4 || 7 || 9 || 

(SGGS, M. 5, P.864) 
afas ura vigns xfs As afs Cudt fea on UH Il 
yas AAS dfs sea Hfg AG BHA Tg UTIAIH 
The lamp is lit in the darkness; all are saved in this Dark Age of Kali Yuga, through 
the One Name and faith in the Dharma. The Lord is revealed in all the worlds. O 
servant Nanak, the Guru is the Supreme Lord God. || 9 || 

(SGGS, M.5, P.1387) 
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The Bhagats have mentioned the importance of Guru or Satguru to some degree in 
their Banis, but have not clarified the relationship of the Guru with God. Sikhism puts 
much emphasis on the importance of Guru or Satguru as being a manifestation of 
Waheguru (God) without which one cannot connect with God. Pay attention to the 
following holy Shabads: 


fae nfsas fads 3 utes fae Afsae fad 3 ufeor i 
Afsas fefs ny (etuag 3) dfmig afe usage vrfs Hetfenr | ----- 


Without the True Guru, no one has obtained the Lord; without the True Guru, 
no one has obtained the Lord. He has placed Himself within the True Guru; 
revealing Himself, He declares this openly. Meeting the True Guru, eternal 
liberation is obtained; He has banished attachment from within. 

(SGGS, M.1, P. 466) 


ae ufo my stint asad | anf afe vite Cars 
Hee Ar Fades est fassB Heo aet Ti 15 


The Creator Lord has enshrined Himself within the Guru. The Gurmukh saves 
countless millions. The Life of the World is the Great Giver of all beings. The 
Fearless Lord has no filth at all. (SGGS, M.1, P. 1024) 


AHe fests Adty TH cfm fea ens nigu feuret il 
ad afer, de ag J, aa se 5 TET Il 


| have churned the ocean of the body, and | have seen the incomparable thing 
come into view. The Guru is God, and God is the Guru, O Nanak; there is no 
difference between the two, O Siblings of Destiny. (SGGS, M.4. P. 442) 


Ug USHA Sa Well A fsa ae A uses ---- 
ad ot nfo age o wWfE UTayIH Tg Slow ANTE 4 


Know that the Guru and the Transcendent Lord are One. Whatever pleases Him is 
acceptable and approved......... 

The Guru's glory cannot be described. The Guru remains absorbed in the Supreme 
Lord God. (SGGS, M. 5, P. 864) 


aoa AO fAfyfSs Fe UTZIH Te ardt sell 


Nanak has studied the Simritees and the Vedas. There is no difference between 
the Supreme Lord God and the Guru. (SGGS, M. 5, P.1142) 


Fae frmrou eis ------ 
on odt Wd afei Asay fodno Ate II 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


HY aT ats Jus Woll fhet fours HII 


Abandon all your clever tricks. Become His servant, and serve Him. 

Let no one think that God and Guru are separate. The True Guru is the 

Immaculate Lord. Do not believe that He is a mere human being; He gives 

honor to the dishonored. (SGGS, M. 5, P. 895) 
As is clear from the above holy Shabads, Satguru (or Guru) is a manifestation of 
Waheguru, and disseminates His Divine Message to the world to enlighten it. That is 
exactly what Guru Nanak Sahib did when He travelled on foot to many countries to 
deliver the Divine Message. He undertook four major odysseys over a period of 22 
years covering about 40000 km, and visiting about 15 countries. He travelled through 
thick forests, huge deserts, snow-covered mountains, and endured many foodless and 
sleepless days and nights, and faced death very frequently. No other religious leader 


travelled like Him under such hostile conditions. 


2. Passing on Guruship and Compilation of Guru Granth Sahib and 


Sacrifices 


Before Guru Nanak Sahib left this mortal world in 1539, He thought that His task of 
enlightening the world was nowhere close to completion, so He decided to pass on 
the Guruship to some fully deserving person to carry out His Mission. By this time, 
Guru Nanak Sahib had become a world-wide respected person, and had hundreds of 
thousands of disciples. He had two sons, but rather than appointing any of them as 
His successor, He passed on the Guruship to Bhai Lehna Ji (Guru Angad Dev Ji) who 
was not related to Guru Nanak Sahib in any worldly fashion, but who had attained the 
highest spiritual level in Guru Sahib’s shelter. This practice continued for until the 
physical death of Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the Tenth Guru, in 1708. 


As mentioned earlier, during His travels, Guru Nanak Sahib had collected some 
compositions of the renowned holy saints from different faiths, and from all walks of 
life, as long as those compositions matched with His own philosophy. Guru Nanak 
Sahib passed on those compositions to Guru Angad Dev ji, which successively 
reached Guru Arjun Sahib, the Fifth Guru. Guru Arjun Sahib enshrined the 


compositions of the first four Guru Sahiban, His own, and those of the other 29 great 
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souls including the 15 Bhagats, to compile the holy Scripture of the Sikhs — Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib. This is only holy Book, which in addition to the six Sikh Gurus, includes 
the compositions of other holy saints of different faiths (including Islam) and of 


different social classes including the members of the lowest class on the Indian 


As is clear from the following holy Shabads, Guru Nanak saw a great deal of injustice 
in society, the oppression of the weak, the high-handedness of the government 
officials, wide-spread bribery among them, and the mistreatment of the lower classes: 


WIA MAHA abt fienss safenri nm tA o tet agST 
Ay afs Hae vatfen Sst ae ust agers 3 at vee 3 rfenr i 111 
oss FASS oT Het | HAAS AAS AS HS ST His IHS JeTH 1 


Having attacked Khuraasaan, Baabar terrified Hindustan. The Creator Himself 
does not take the blame, but has sent the Mugal as the messenger of death. 
There was so much slaughter that the people screamed. Didn't You feel 
compassion, Lord? || 1 || O Creator Lord, You are the Master of all. If some 
powerful man strikes out against another man, then no one feels any grief in their 
mind. (SGGS. M.1, P. 360) 


- 7a ute seat CH Hag CH ae 1 ag Ue Or aT sd A HUET 3S UTE I 
ast fanfs o webt se ne orfe | wee ufo gam vfs df yams 3 ae 
sea Tet astet as us ute ii 


To take what rightfully belongs to another, is like a Muslim eating pork, or a 
Hindu eating beef. Our Guru, our Spiritual Guide, stands by us, if we do not eat 
those carcasses. By mere talk, people do not earn passage to Heaven. 
Salvation comes only from the practice of Truth. By adding spices to forbidden 
foods, they are not made acceptable. O Nanak, from false talk, only falsehood is 
obtained. (SGGS, M. 1, P. 141) 


oA Al HaeH aS WE AarfEfs 8S AS II 
wad oder utets wr vz fug afsd vfe ATI 


faa Hier Sat Ara oot sat afesara i II 


The kings are tigers, and their officials are dogs; they go out and awaken the 
sleeping people to harass them. The public servants inflict wounds with their 
nails. The dogs lick up the blood that is spilled. But there, in the Court of the 
Lord, all beings will be judged. Those who have violated the people's trust will 
be disgraced; their noses will be cut off. (SGGS, M. 1, P.1288) 
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Guru Nanak Sahib did not tolerate this kind of injustice and oppression of the weak by 
the powerful, or by the people in high positions. He wanted to infuse the spirit in the 
society to fight against such evils. The following Shabad clearly attests to the 


philosophy of Guru Nanak Sahib: 


= FAG 38 UH de a oe fAg ofe sat ast Act wr Il 
fez nrafa ug usta fag tA ofe o att 


« If you desire to play this game of love with Me, then step onto My Path with 
your head in hand. When you place your feet on this Path, give Me your head, 


and do not pay any attention to public opinion. (SGGS, M.1, P.1412) 


To infuse such spirit, examples of personal hardships, service to humanity, and 
sacrifices were needed, which the Gurus and many Sikhs made gladly. Guru Arjun 
Dev Ji was the first Sikh Guru to serve humanity during epidemics, endure extreme 
bodily hardships, and to sacrifice His life to defend the freedom of masses to practice 
their own faith. When the districts of Amritsar and Lahore suffered a wide-spread 
attack of small pox in 1596-97, Guru Arjun Sahib reached the small-pox plagued area, 
and served the people, His own infant son, Sri Hargobind Ji, became a victim of the 
deadly disease. In 1606 Guru Arjun Dev Ji was tortured to death in very inhumane 
ways while fighting for freedom of the people to practice their own faith. Guru 
Hargobind Sahib, had to raise an army to defend the freedom of the people to live with 
dignity. He had to fight four major battles when He was attacked by the Mughal 
armies, and He won all the four battles. Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, also sacrificed His 
life (will be discussed separately), and Guru Gobind Singh Ji sacrificed all His four 


sons for the cause of Sikhism. 


These sacrifices did not go unrewarded. With a Sikh population of less than 3% in 
Punjab at the time, Maharaja Ranjit Singh established a huge Sikh empire in 1799. 
The Sikhs earned a great reputation as great warriors in WW1 and WW2; and today 
they have settled all over the globe, and have maintained their distinct identity, and 


are respected for their contribution and their service to mankind. 
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3. Fight against Caste-System and Common Kitchen 
Even though,the Bhagats resented the treatment meted out to the lower castes by the 
upper castes of the society, they did not take any steps, or preached against the 
abolition of the Caste-System. On the other hand; not only Guru Nanak Sahib 
disapproved the caste-system strongly, He forced His Sikhs to make no distinction 
between human beings based on caste-system. His close childhood friend was a very 
low-caste Muslim bard - Bhai Mardana Ji. Before leaving for His odysseys; Guru 
Nanak Sahib stayed with a low-caste carpenter, Bhai Lallo, for a few days while 
declining the invitation of a Khatri, Malik Bhago, who was a high official with the 
Nawab of Eminabad. One of the major oppositions to Sikhism levied by the Hindus, 
was the non-recognition of caste-system by the Sikh Gurus, which was so deeply 
entrenched in the society. After Guru Nanak Sahib had completed His odysseys, and 
had settled at Kartarpur (District Gurdaspur) in around 1524, He established a 
common kitchen for all His visiting Sikhs of all castes giving the caste-system its last 


blow. 


Four of the five beloved-ones of Guru Gobind Singh Ji,who were the first to be 
administered Amrit, were low-caste Sikhs. It is highly unfortunate, that caste-system is 


again taking roots in Sikhism. 


4. Fighting for the Rights of Others 


People do give personal sacrifices while fighting for their rights; but it is rare that 
someone has given sacrifice for the rights of others. But Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, 
the Ninth Sikh Guru did just that. During his reign as the emperor of India, Aurangzeb, 
forced millions of Hindus to embrace Islam. Those, who did not want to convert, were 
tortured, and put to death. Kashmir was the centre of educated Brahmans at the time. 
When Aurangzeb launched his conversion movement in Kashmir, a group of Kashmiri 
Brahmans came to Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib to protect them from the wrath of 
Aurangzeb. Even though, Guru Sahib strongly disapproved the Hindu practices of 
worship, and of differential treatment of the low-castes and of women, He agreed to 
help them. Guru Sahib knew very well that Aurangzeb would not be convinced to stop 


his atrocities, and He would have to lay down His life to defend the freedom of the 
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masses to practice their faith, Guru Sahib went to Delhi to meet with Aurangzeb. 
However, as expected, Aurangzeb did not change His mind, and Guru Sahib had to 
accept His sacrifice. He was beheaded in Nov. 1675. There is no example of such 
supreme sacrifice in the history of the world. 

This is how Sikhism is also different from Bhagati Movement, and is a unique 


religion. 
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